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Cape Farewell Project

Cape Farewell galvanises the 
creative energies of artists, 
creative individuals and young 
people, encouraging them to 
engage with research and 
communicate their findings on 
climate change in order to 
work towards a sustainable 
future. Cape Farewell works 
internationally to develop 
innovative ideas and creative 
projects founded in scientific 
research, building a creative 
language that communicates 
on a human scale the urgency 
of the global climate 
challenge.

Artists associated with Cape 
Farewell include: visual artists 
Sophie Calle, Antony Gormley, 
Rachel Whiteread; writers Ian 
McEwan, Vikram Seth; 
choreographer Siobhan 
Davies; musicians Laurie 
Anderson, Jarvis Cocker, 
Feist, KT Tunstall; playwright 
Suzan-Lori Parks and 
comedian Marcus Brigstocke.

The way that we live our lives 
has caused the climate to 
change and the solution to a 
potentially devastating reality 
has become a cultural 
challenge. Cape Farewell asks 
the best of our creative minds 
to respond to this challenge 
and to build a vision for a 
sustainable future.

New Generation

New Generation is a 
groundbreaking initiative that 
could help reform society’s 
notions of what art education 
can be. It will question ideas 
of what it is to be an artist in a 
world of fast-evolving social 
and cultural change. During 
the three years of the 
programme, working in 
partnership with three of the 
UK’s premiere arts 
universities, we will involve 
three student groups in a 
series of activity-based 
programmes. Cape Farewell’s 
premise is that climate change 
will affect all communities 
globally. The way we have 
developed our lifestyles has 
created the problem and the 
solution is therefore a cultural 
responsibility. New Generation 
will establish the idea that 
cultural responsibility has a 
place at the heart of artistic 
practice, it offers an exciting 
development opportunity for 
emerging artists and could 
provide a future model for 
arts-based education across 
the UK and internationally. 

Unfold

Unfold exhibits the work 
of twenty-five artists who 
have participated in the 
Cape Farewell 
expeditions in 2007 and 
2008 to the High Arctic 
and in 2009 to the Andes. 
Each artist witnessed 
firsthand the dramatic and 
fragile environmental 
tipping points of climate 
change. Their innovative, 
independent and 
collective responses 
explore the physical, 
emotional and political 
dimensions of our 
complex and changing 
world stressed by 
profligate human activity.

This body of work 
addresses a new process 
of thinking where artists 
play an informed and 
significant role through 
creating a cultural shift, a 
challenge to evolve and 
inspire a symbiotic 
contract with our spiritual 
and physical world.

The Publication

This publication profiles the 
work of the artists in the 
exhibition and also proposes a 
number of creative and 
innovative responses to 
climate change aimed at 
stimulating discourse and a 
wider engagement with the 
climate debate. 

The texts by Gerald Bast, 
Steve Kapelke, Chris Rapley, 
David Buckland, Chris 
Wainwright and Helga Kromp
Kolb provoke, within an 
educational context, a 
discussion around what are the 
legitimate agendas for arts 
education and arts 
practitioners, in relation to 
some of the most pressing and 
urgent issues of our times. 

The publication has been 
made possible through a 
unique collaboration between 
Camberwell, Chelsea and 
Wimbledon Colleges – 
University of the Arts London, 
Columbia College Chicago 
and University of Applied Arts 
Vienna, in partnership with 
Cape Farewell. 
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The pressure of our numbers, the 

abundance of our inventions, the blind 

forces of our desires and needs are 

generating a heat – the hot breath of 

our civilisation. How can we begin to 

restrain ourselves?

Ian McEwan

Unfold exhibits the work of twenty-five 

artists who have participated in the 

Cape Farewell expeditions in 2007 and 

2008 to the High Arctic and in 2009  

to the Andes. Each artist witnessed 

firsthand the dramatic and fragile 

environmental tipping points of climate 

change. Their innovative, independent 

and collective responses explore  

the physical, emotional and political 

dimensions of our complex and 

changing world stressed by profligate 

human activity. 
This body of work 

addresses a new process of thinking 

where artists play an informed and 

significant role through creating  

a cultural shift, a challenge to evolve 

and inspire a symbiotic contract  

with our spiritual and physical world.
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